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The Regal Demoiselle, Neopomacentrus cyanomos, is a common inhabitant of coral reefs in the 

Indo-Pacific. In mid-2013 this species was first discovered (and found to be widely distributed) 

on coral reefs in the southwest corner of the Gulf of Mexico (GoMx), adjacent to a large offshore 

oilfield. Prior to the present report this species had not been found outside the GoMx. This video 

documents the finding of that species at Trinidad, 3,300 km from the GoMx, at another offshore 

oilfield. As these two distant locations are the only west Atlantic sites N. cyanomos currently is 

known to occur the Trinidad finding supports the hypothesis that it was transported to tropical 

Atlantic oilfields by oil industry infrastructure being relocated from the Indo-Pacific. 
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Also available on Youtube at https://youtu.be/6BK0kcilX4Y 
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